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Procedural decisions 
 
 
Decision 1.  Composition of the Committee on Credentials 
 
In accordance with Rule 3(c) of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional Committee for Africa, the 
Regional Committee appointed a Committee on Credentials consisting of the representatives of 
the following Member States: Benin, Gabon, Kenya, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, South 
Africa, Zambia.  
 
The Committee on Credentials met on 18 May 2025 and elected Dr Stephen Muleshe, from the 
delegation of Kenya, as its Chairperson.  
 
Decision 2.  Credentials 
 
The Regional Committee, acting on the report of the Committee on Credentials, decided to 
recognize the credentials submitted by the following 47 Member States to be in conformity with 
Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional Committee for Africa: Algeria, Angola, Benin, 
Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon,  Central African Republic, Chad, 
Comoros, Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, 
Eswatini, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, South Sudan, 
Togo, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  
 
 
Resolutions 
 
Resolution 1. Nomination of the Regional Director 
 
The Regional Committee, 
 
Considering Article 52 of the Constitution; and 
 
In accordance with Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure, 
 
1. NOMINATES Dr Mohamed Yakub Janabi as Regional Director for the African Region, and 
 
2. REQUESTS the Director-General to propose to the Executive Board the appointment of 
Dr Mohamed Yakub Janabi for a period of up to 5 years and eight months. 
 
  



2 

Resolution 2. Expression of appreciation to Dr Chikwe Ihekweazu 
 
The Regional Committee,  
 
Having nominated Dr Mohamed Yakub Janabi as Regional Director for Africa; 
 
Commending the remarkable efforts made by the Acting Regional Director, Dr Chikwe 
Ihekweazu, to ensure continuity of the work and activities of WHO in the African Region 
through a critical period; 
 
1. EXPRESSES its appreciation to Dr Chikwe Ihekweazu for his continued commitment to 
the Organization and his leadership in the Regional Office for Africa;  
 
2. ADDRESSES to him its sincere gratitude and best wishes as he assumes his position 
as Executive Director of the Health Emergencies Programme. 



Part II 
 

Report of the  
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Opening of meeting 
 
1. The Second special session of the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Committee 
for Africa was officially opened on Sunday 18 May 2025 by Honourable Louise Mapleh Kpoto, 
First Vice-chairperson of the Seventy-fourth Regional Committee from Liberia, at the WHO 
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. The ceremony included speeches from the Acting WHO 
Regional Director for Africa, Dr Chikwe Ihekweazu, and the WHO Director-General, Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus.  
 
2. In his remarks, the Acting Regional Director began by paying tribute to the late Dr Faustine 
Ndugulile, who had been nominated for the post of Regional Director for Africa by the Seventy-
fourth session of the Regional Committee for Africa in August 2024. He also acknowledged the 
work of the previous Regional Director, Dr Matshidiso Moeti, in championing transformation and 
country-centred leadership. He reflected on his interim tenure since February 2025, highlighting 
efforts to strengthen the team at the Regional Office, partnerships, management processes, and 
responses to health emergencies.  
 
3. The Acting Regional Director thanked all the candidates who had contended for the role of 
Regional Director, and emphasized the demanding nature of the position. He underscored the 
importance of the day's deliberations and the need for competent, confident and collaborative 
leadership in the Region. 
 
4. He further acknowledged the pledges from 19 Member States to support WHO's first 
investment round and encouraged others to join in the upcoming pledging event that was 
scheduled later that week. He concluded by thanking the Director-General for appointing him to 
serve as Acting Regional Director for Africa, and the Member States for the privilege of serving 
them. 
 
5. The Director-General expressed gratitude to the Member States for convening the session 
following the demise of the previous Regional Director-elect. He affirmed his appreciation for Dr 
Chikwe Ihekweazu's leadership during the intervening period. He further acknowledged the 
candidates for the position of Regional Director, while emphasizing the importance of the role of 
the Regional Director in global health, which requires clear-eyed leadership, creativity, technical 
expertise, wisdom, and a steady hand. The Director-General thanked the Chairperson and all 
Member States for their commitment to promoting, providing and protecting the health of the 
people of Africa. 
 

Adoption of the provisional agenda and the provisional programme of work 
 
6. The Chairperson of the Second special session of the WHO Regional Committee and First 
Vice-chairperson of the Seventy-fourth Regional Committee, Honourable Louise Mapleh Kpoto 
from Liberia, tabled the provisional agenda (AFR/RCSS2-1) and the draft programme of work 
(AFR/RCSS2-1 Add.1). They were adopted without amendments. 
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Appointment of Committee on Credentials 
 
7. The Regional Committee appointed the Committee on Credentials, in accordance with Rule 
3(c) of the Rules of Procedure, consisting of the representatives of the following Member States: 
Benin, Gabon, Kenya, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, South Africa and Zambia. The Committee 
on Credentials met on 18 May 2025 and elected Dr Stephen Muleshe from the delegation of 
Kenya as its chairperson. 
 

Report of the Committee on Credentials 
 
8. The Regional Committee, acting on the report of the Committee on Credentials, decided to 
accept original and electronic credentials and recognized the credentials submitted by all 47 
Member States to be in conformity with Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure of the Regional 
Committee for Africa.  
 

Nomination of the Regional Director  
 
9. The nomination of the Regional Director by the Regional Committee was conducted in three 
stages: (i) interviews of the four candidates; (ii) voting to nominate a candidate in a private 
meeting; and (iii) announcement of the nominee in an open meeting. The Regional Committee 
first decided on the inclusion of the proposal of one candidate, which was received in hard copy 
a few hours beyond the deadline, although the electronic version was received within the 
stipulated time. The Regional Committee further decided on the modalities for the interviews. 
The interviews of all four candidates took place in the morning of the Special session, with the 
order of presentation drawn by lot. The vote to nominate the Regional Director took place by 
secret ballot in a private meeting of Member States, in accordance with Rule 52 of the Rules of 
Procedure. 
 
10. Following the vote, Dr Mohamed Yakub Janabi from the United Republic of Tanzania, was 
nominated as the next Regional Director for Africa. His nomination will be submitted to the 157th 
Executive Board for appointment. 
 
11. The Regional Committee also expressed its appreciation to Dr Chikwe Ihekweazu for his 
leadership as Acting Regional Director during the transition period, and wished him well in his 
new role. 
 

Closure of the Second special session of the Regional Committee 
 
12. In her concluding remarks, the Chairperson recalled the proposals from the African Region 
for the elective posts of the Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly and of the 157th session of 
the Executive Board. 
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13. In his closing remarks, the Acting Regional Director acknowledged the leadership of the 
Chairperson, the unity and commitment of Member States, and the support of the WHO 
Secretariat for the Second special session of the Regional Committee. The Acting Regional 
Director congratulated the nominees who will represent the Region in key elective posts and 
highlighted the importance of these appointments in projecting the voice of the Region in global 
health. The Acting Regional Director also expressed gratitude for the opportunity that had been 
given him to serve, and emphasized his steadfast commitment to supporting the transition to the 
new leadership. 
 
14. Lastly, the Chairperson declared the Regional Committee closed.



 

 

Part III 
 

Annex
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ANNEX 
 

DRAFT LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
 

1. Representatives of Member States 
 

Algeria 

M. Rachid Bladehane 
Mission permanente de l’Algérie à Genève 
Head of delegation 
 
Mme Ouahiba Hadjoudj 
Directrice générale 
Ministère de la santé et de la réforme 
hospitalière 
 
M. Fethi Metref 
Directeur adjoint 
Ministère de la santé et de la réforme 
hospitalière 
 
M. D. Fourar 
Directeur général de la prévention 
Ministère de la santé et de la réforme 
hospitalière 
 
Mme Djaouida Agaba 
Ministère de la santé et de la réforme 
hospitalière 
 
M. Hakim Bouaziz 
Mission permanente de l’Algérie à Genève 
 

Angola 

Dr.ª Silvia Paula Valentim Lutucuta 
Ministra da Saúde 
Ministério da Saúde 
Head of delegation 
 
Sr.ª Ana Maria de Oliveira 
Embaixadora, Representante permanente  
Missão permanente de Angola em Genebra 
 
Dr.ª Helga Freitas 
Directora Nacional de Saúde Pública 
Ministério da Saúde 

 

Sr. Julio Carvalho 

Director do Gabinete de Intercâmbio e 

Cooperação 

Ministério da Saúde 
 
Sr.ª Joana F. M. Morais 
Directora do Instituto de Investigação em 
Saúde 
Ministério da Saúde 
 
Sr. Manuel Pedro  
Segundo-secretário 
Missão permanente de Angola em Genebra 
 

Benin 

M. Benjamin I. B. Hounkpatin 
Ministre de la santé 
Ministère de la santé 
Head of delegation 
 
M. Angelo Dan 
Ambassadeur, Représentant permanent 
adjoint 
Mission permanente du Bénin auprès des 
Nations Unies 
 
M. Ali Imorou Bah Chabi 
Secrétaire général 
Ministère de la santé 
 
Mme Annonciat Aviansou 
Conseillère technique auprès du Ministre de 
la santé 
Ministère de la santé 
 
Botswana 

Mr Stephen Modise 
Minister of Health 
Ministry of Health 
Head of delegation 
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Ms Oatlhokwa Nkomazana 
Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Health 
 
Dr Boitumelo M. Tau 
Health Counsellor 
Permanent Mission of Botswana to the United 
Nations 
 
Burkina Faso 

Dr Robert Lucien Jean-Claude Kargougou 
Ministre de la santé 
Ministère de la santé 
Head of delegation 
 
Mme Sabine Bakyono Kanzié 
Ambassadeur, Représentante permanente 
Mission permanente du Burkina Faso à 
Genève 
 
Prof. Rakissida Alfred Ouédraogo 
Conseiller spécial du Président du Faso 
Présidence de la République 
 
Prof. Marthe Sandrine Sanon Lompo 
Conseillère spéciale du Premier Ministre 
Primature 
 
M. Kouesyandé Joseph Soubéiga 
Directeur général de la santé publique 
Ministère de la santé 
 
Dr Eric Nakaossebgandin Tougouma 
Directeur général de la centrale d’achats 
des médicaments essentiels génériques et des 
consommables médicaux (CAMEG) 
Ministère de la santé 
 
M. Mohamed Kpoda 

Directeur régional de la Santé 
Ministère de la santé 
 
Dre Estelle Edith Dabiré Dembélé 
Conseiller technique du Ministre de la santé 
Ministère de la santé 
 
M. Romain Sandwidi 

Directeur de la communication et des 
relations presse 
Ministère de la santé 
 
M. Léonce Romuald Bationo 
Chef du service Institutions spécialisée des 
Nations Unies 
Ministère des affaires étrangères, de la 
Coopération régionale et des Burkinabè de 
l’extérieur 
 
M. Pambary Cyrille Pascal Bonzi 
Premier Secrétaire 
Mission permanente du Burkina Faso à 
Genève 
 
M. Moumouni Ouédraogo 
Deuxième Secrétaire 
Mission permanente du Burkina Faso à 
Genève 
 
M. Tilado Inoussa Silga 
Deuxième Conseiller 
Mission permanente du Burkina Faso à 
Genève 
 
Dre Tey Gwladys Bonzi Sanou 
Attachée 
Mission permanente du Burkina Faso à 
Genève 
 
Mme Sidpayeté Eléonore Ouédraogo 
Attachée de presse 
Mission permanente du Burkina Faso à 
Genève 
 
Mme Oumou Cissé 
Journaliste 
Radiodiffusion Télévision du Burkina 
 

Burundi 

Dr Oscar Ntihabose 
Directeur général de l’offre des soins, de la 
médecine moderne et traditionnelle, de 
l’alimentation et des accréditations 
Ministère de la santé publique et de la lutte 
contre le SIDA 
Head of delegation 
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Dr Dédith Mbonyingingo 
Directeur général  
Autorité burundaise de régulation des 
médicaments à usage humain et des aliments 
(ABREMA) 
 
Dr Jean de Dieu Havyarimana 
Directeur du Programme national intégré de 
lutte contre les maladies chroniques non 
transmissibles (PNILMCNT) 
Ministère de la santé publique et de la lutte 
contre le SIDA 
 

Cabo Verde 

Sr. Jorge Figueiredo 
Ministro da Saúde 
Ministério da Saúde 
Head of delegation 
 
Sr.ª Clara Manuela da Luz Delgado Jesus 
Embaixadora, Representante permanente 
Missão permanente de Cabo Verde em 
Genebra 
 
Sr.ª Angela Gomes 
Directora Nacional Saúde de Cabo Verde 
Ministério da Saúde 
 
Cameroon 

Dr Malachie Manaouda 
Ministre de la santé publique 
Ministère de la santé publique 
Head of delegation 
 
M. Salomon Eheth 

Ambassadeur 

Mission permanente du Cameroun à Genève 

 

Dre Charlotte Moussi 

Secrétaire technique du programme de lutte 

contre les maladies infectieuses 

Ministère de la santé publique 

 

M. Bachire Hassan Ben 

Directeur de la promotion de la santé 

Ministère de la santé Publique 

 

M. Robert Mathurin Bidjang  

Chef de la division de la coopération 

Ministère de la santé publique 

 

M. Annicet Désiré Mintop 

Coordonnateur de la cellule technique 

nationale de la couverture santé universelle 

 

M. Clavère Nken Tsana,  

Chef de la cellule de communication 

Ministère de la santé publique 
 

M. Théophile Olivier BOSSE  

Premier Conseiller 

Mission permanente du Cameroun à Genève 

 

Central African Republic 

Dr Pierre Somse 
Ministre de la santé et de la population 
Ministère de la santé et de la population 
Head of delegation 
 
M. Marcel Mbeko Simaleko 
Chargé de mission en matière de suivi de la 
politique, des stratégies et de coopération 
Ministère de la santé et de la population 
 
M. Firmin Gabin N’gbeng-Mokoue 
Ministre conseiller, Chargé d’affaires et 
Représentant permanent par intérim 
Mission permanente de la République 
centrafricaine auprès des Nations Unies et 
des autres organisations internationales à 
Genève 
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Chad 
 
M. Abdelmadjid Abderahim Mahamat 
Ministre de la santé 
Ministère de la santé publique 
Head of delegation 
 
Prof. Ouchemi Choua 
Conseiller santé du Président de la 
République 
Présidence de la République 
 

Comoros 

M. Mohamed Ridhoine 
Inspecteur général de la santé 
Ministère de la santé, de la solidarité, de la 
protection sociale et de la promotion du 
genre 
Head of delegation 
 
Congo 

M. Jean-Rosaire Ibara 
Ministre de la santé et de la population 
Ministère de la santé et de la population 
Head of delegation 
 
M. Aime Clovis Guillond,  

Ambassadeur, Représentant permanent de la 
Mission permanente de la République du 
Congo auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies 
et des autres organisations internationales à 
Genève 
 
Mme Virginie Euphrasie Dolama 

Présidente de la Commission santé, affaires 

sociales, famille et genre 

Assemblée nationale de la République du 

Congo 

 
M. Jule César Botokou 
Ministre conseiller  
Mission permanente de la République du 
Congo auprès de l’Office des Nations Unies 
et des autres organisations internationales à 
Genève 
 
Prof. Yolande Voumbo Matoumona 

Conseillère du Président de la République, 

Cheffe du département de la santé et de la 

population 

Cabinet du Président de la République 

 

Prof. Henri Germain Monabeka 
Directeur général des soins et services de 
santé 
Ministère de la santé et de la population 

 

Mme Jacqueline Claire Nzalankazi 

Directrice de la coopération 

Ministère de la santé et de la population 

 

Mme Rolande Renée Moussa née Kindou 

Attachée de presse 

Ministère de la santé et de la population 

 

M. Jean Claude Mobousse 

Conseiller à la santé 

Ministère de la santé et de la population 

 

Mme Philestine Clausina Rochelvie Mikolele 

Bilombo née Ahoui Apendi 

Conseillère 

Ministère de la santé et de la population 

 

Côte d’Ivoire 

M. Pierre Dimba 
Ministre de la santé, de l’hygiène publique 
et de la couverture maladie universelle 
Ministère de la santé, de l’hygiène publique 
et de la couverture maladie universelle 
Head of delegation 
 
M. Kouadio Adjoumani 
Ambassadeur 
Mission permanente de Côte d’Ivoire à 
Genève 
 
M. Allou Lambert Yao 
Ambassadeur, Représentant permanent 
adjoint 
Mission permanente de Côte d’Ivoire à 
Genève 
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M. Lamine Ouattara 
Directeur de la fonction publique 
internationale 
Ministère des affaires étrangères, de 
l’intégration africaine et des Ivoiriens de 
l’extérieur 
 
M. Mamadou Samba 
Directeur général de la santé et de l’hygiène 
publique 
Ministère de la santé, de l’hygiène publique 
et de la couverture maladie universelle 
 
Dre Edith Clarisse Kouassy 
Directrice générale de la Couverture 
maladie universelle 
Ministère de la santé, de l’hygiène publique 
et de la couverture maladie universelle 
 
M. Amani Simplice Kouassi 

Médecin principal santé publique, chargé 
d’études 
Ministère de la santé, de l’hygiène publique 
et de la couverture maladie universelle 
 
M. Bi Gouzan Bernard Guessan 
Conseiller technique du DGS 
Ministère de la santé, de l’hygiène publique 
et de la couverture maladie universelle 
 
M. Bi Zah Patrice 
Ministre conseiller 
Mission permanente de Côte d’Ivoire à 
Genève 
 
Mme Yavo Oronon Ange Rosemonde 
Chargée de communication 
Ministère de la santé, de l’hygiène publique 
et de la couverture maladie universelle 
 
M. Amon Jean Marc Djadji 
Journaliste 
Ministère de la santé, de l’hygiène publique 
et de la couverture maladie universelle 
 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
 
Dr Samuel Roger Kamba Mulanda 

Ministre de la santé publique, hygiène et 
prévoyance sociale 
Ministère de la santé publique, hygiène et 
prévoyance sociale  
Head of delegation 
 
M. Sylvain Yuma Ramazani 
Secrétaire général pour la santé publique et 
l’hygiène 
Ministère de la santé publique, hygiène et 
prévoyance sociale 
 
Equatorial Guinea 

Mr Mitoha Ondo’o Ayekaba 
Minister of Health 
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
Head of delegation 
 

Eswatini 

Dr Velephi J. Okello 
Director Health Services-Clinacal 
Ministry of Health 
Head of delegation 
 
Ms Bongiwe Malinga 
Deputy Director of Health Services 
Ministry of Health 
 

Ethiopia 

Dr Mekdes Daba Feyissa 
Minister of Health 
Ministry of Health 
Head of delegation 
 
Mr Haile Selassie Subba Gebru 
Ambassador and Deputy Permanent 
Representative, Chargé affairs a.i 
Permanent Mission of Ethiopia in Geneva 
 
Dr Malukan Argaw Haile 
Strategic Affairs Executive Officer 
Ministry of Health 
 
Dr Alinta Gebreyesus Guntie 
Health Diplomat 
Permanent Mission of Ethiopia to the United 
Nations Office in Geneva 
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Dr Tagine Regassa Luba 
Director, Public relation and communication 
Ministry of Health 
 
Mr Mebrahtu Massebo Cherinet 
Chief of Staff 
Ministry of Health 
 

Gabon 

Prof. Adrien Mongongo 
Ministre 
Ministère de la santé 
Head of delegation 
 
Mme Mireille Sarah Nene 
Ambassadeur, Représentante permanente 
Mission permanente du Gabon à Genève 
 
Dr Armel Boubindji 
Directeur général de la promotion de la 
santé 
Ministère de la santé 
 
Prof. Joel Fleury Djoba Siawaya 
Directeur du laboratoire national de santé 
publique 
Ministère de la santé 
 
Dr Ange Mibindzou Mouelet 
Directeur général de l’Agence du 
médicament 
Ministère de la santé 
 
Mme Edith Sylvie Manga-Manguiya 
Biologiste 
Ministère de la santé 
 
M. Ferdinand Mangongo 
Conseiller 
Mission permanente du Gabon à Genève 
 
Gambia 
 
Dr Ahmadou Lamin Samateh 
Minister  
Ministry of Health 
Head of delegation 

 
Mr Cherno Marenah 
Deputy Head of Mission 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of The 
Gambia in Geneva 
 
Mr Momodou T. Nyassi 
Director of Health Services 
Ministry of Health 
 
Mr Yusupha Touray 
Permanent Secretary 1 
Ministry of Health 
 
Mr Momodou Mbenga 
First Secretary 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of The 
Gambia in Geneva 
 
Ms Fatoumata Komma 

Deputy Director of Health Services 
(Coordinating Partnerships) 
Ministry of Health 
 
Ms Baturu Camara 
Counsellor 
Permanent Mission of the Republic of The 
Gambia in Geneva 
 

Ghana 

Mr Kwabena Mintah Akandoh 
Minister of Health 
Ministry of Health 
Head of delegation 
 
Dr Franklin Asiedu-Bekoe 
Director, Public Health 
Ghana Health Service 
 
Ms Belinda Nimako 
Director, Policy Planning Monitoring and 
Evaluation 
Ministry of Health 
 
Mr John koku Awoonor-Williams 
Technical Advisor 
Ministry of Health 
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Mr Samuel Kaba Akoriyea 
Director General 
Ghana Health Service 
 
Ms Rahilu Haruna 
Head External Resource Mobilization, 
Multilateral Relations 
Ministry of Health 
 
Mr William Okaikoe 
Minister Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Mission of Ghana in Geneva 
 
Mr Victor Emmanuel Odoi 
Personal Assistant to the Minister 
Ministry of Health 
 
Guinea 

Dr Oumar Diouhe Bah 
Ministre 
Ministère de la santé et de l’hygiène 
publique 
Head of delegation 
 
M. Louncény Condé 
Ambassadeur, Représentant permanent 
Mission permanente de Guinée à Genève 
 
Mme Saran Sompare 
Conseillère chargée des questions de 
coopération et du partenariat public privé 
Ministère de la santé 
 
Guinea-Bissau 

Sr. Pedro Tipote 
Ministro de Saúde 
Ministério de Saúde Pública 
Head of delegation 
 
Kenya 

Ms Fancy Chepkemoi Too 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
Permanent Mission of Kenya in Geneva 
Head of delegation 
 
Mr Patrick Amoth 
Director General for Health 

Ministry of Health 
 
Mr Stephen Muleshe 
Senior Deputy Director Medical Services 
Ministry of Health 
 
Ms Jean Wankiku Gitau 
Health Attaché 
Permanent Mission of Kenya in Geneva 
 
Lesotho 

Mr T. Khathibe 
Ambassador, Permanent Representative 
Permanent Mission of Lesotho in Geneva 
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