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SPECIAL EVENT ON THE COVID-19 RESPONSE IN THE WHO AFRICAN REGION
Malawi continues intensifying implementation of COVID-19 prevention and control activities in the country in the light of WHO guidelines. To show our commitment as a country we have revised the COVID-19 rules and regulations in the Public Health Act but we have also established the Presidential Task Force in the Office of President and cabinet which is responsible for COVID-19 control activities in the country.
The major COVID-19 control activities in the country include;

· Disease surveillance which is done in line with the WHO Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response (IDSR) system. The country so far has accumulated cases of  5,382 positive cases as of 22nd August, 2020. The new cases are at 60 and unfortunately the cumulative number of deaths is at 168.
· On Laboratory testing of COVID-19, we have the capacity of doing 2,400 tests per day in the 43 laboratories across the country. 
· On COVID-19 Case Management, the Ministry has set up treatment centres in all regions of the country to make sure that COVID-19 patients get timely treatment.

· The Ministry together with our partners also making available Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to our health workers such as face masks, gloves, boots, aprons etc as well as to the community in order to protect them from COVID-19.
· Our Port Health services Section continues surveillance at ports of entry such as at International Aiports as well as border posts across the country. 
· The other important activities we are doing are on Risk communication and community engagement. The Ministry continues sending COVID-19 prevention and control activities messages to the communities. These activities are coordinated by the Health Education Unit in the Ministry.  

Lastly, Chairperson, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our partners (including WHO) for the technical and financial support they continue to render to Malawi as a country in fighting against COVID-19
I Thank you.
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