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Situation Update

874033 Tested

149 478 Confirmed

Active

Recovered

Vaccination
1st, 2nd & 3rd
doses

‘ Deaths

1st- 405,254
2nd- 238,275
3rd- 5,983

Updates as of 31st December 2021, Namibia COVID-19 Situation Report no. 653
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Pillar 2. Risk
Communication and
Community Engagement

* Reached an estimated 80% of the Namibian
population through the Get Vaccinated! Help
Kick COVID-19 Out of Namibia mass
communication campaign

* Reached approximately 10% households in
rural areas and informal settlements
through house-to-house communication and
community outreaches

« Mobilized regional political and traditional
leadership to support vaccination rollout in
their constituencies.







Pillar 4:Points of entry

+ Launched the Trusted Travel System for the Points of Entry and
trained MoHSS staff and other stakeholders on the system.
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+ Government will implement the system at all points of entries
from 15 January 2022.



+ Strengthening Namibia’s COVID-19 Genomic
Sequencing with focus on Omicron testing
and data management through a team of
WHO experts from the Regional Office for
Africa. The team conducted situation analysis =
of SARS-CoV-2 genomic surveillance capacities w
and data management processes and
provided key recommendations and follow up
actions.

* Over 120 laboratory staff, program managers
and health workers participated in the WHO
online training course on COVID-19 Ag-RDT
testing

* 45 health workers from Hardap and Kunene
regions were trained on Antigen RDT testing.

« Supported the development of the national
Antigen Rapid Test (Ag-RDT) Guideline, the
national guideline on COVID-19 Genomic
surveillance and the national COVID-19
Testing Strategy amongst others

+ WHO donated the following items to the
MoHSS for the COVID-19 response: 109,600
swabs and transport media, 3500 Genexpert
tests, 3260 PCR-based tests for testing of
COVID-19 variants.

« WHO also donated antibody rapid tests for
the vaccine effectiveness study among health
workers.
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Pillar 6: Case Management

* Increased oxygen generating capacity at health
facilities: During the third wave of the pandemic,
health facilities were faced with insufficient oxygen
supply due to low generating capacity of their
oxygen plants and increased demand due to high
numbers of hospitalized COVID-19 cases.

« Majority of the health facilities had oxygen plants
with a generating capacity as low as 25litres/min.
After the third wave, oxygen plants at a number of
hospitals (Windhoek Central Hospital as well as
Katutura, Swakopmund and Walvis Bay State
Hospitals) have been upgraded to a generating
capacity of up to 400l/min.




+ Case Management Capacity building: 7
senior doctors from MOHSS attended a
Basic Critical Care training course in
Johannesburg South Africa with support
from WHO Regional Office for Africa. Upon
completion of the training, the doctors are
cascading the skills to HCWs in lower
health facilities.

+ 250 frontline healthcare workers from 10
regions were trained on the management
of severe and critical cases of COVID-19 by
the UK-EMT during their deployment in the
country.

* WHO supported the establishment of the
National Emergency Management Team
(EMT) for Namibia. Seven Health Care
Workers attended the Regional EMT training
held in Uganda 27th Nov-4th December
2021. This was followed by an in- country
EMT training attended by 23 HCW.

Case Management continue




Pullar 7: Infection
Prevention and Control
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Pillar 8: Operation and
Support, Logistics

WHO donated supplies and equipment to the Government of Namibia
worth NAD 21,321,035.16 to strengthen laboratory services, case
management, surveillance and data management.



Pillar 9: Essential Health
Services

« Conducted Supportive Supervision to Kavango East, Kunene and Erongo Regions to assess the
implementation level of the Integrated Management of Newborn and Childhood llinesses and
Pre-Testing of the draft WHO adapted tool for Continuation of Essential Health Services.

« Adapted WHO Continuity of essential health services facility assessment tool.

* Produced and translated a radio jingle to promote continuation of essential health services during
Covid-19 pandemic in eight languages, namely English, Afrikaans, Otjiherero, Damara/Nama,
Oshiwambo, Rukwangali, Lozi and Setswana. This was aired on the Namibia Broadcasting
Corporation (NBC) radio stations from 1 November-31 December 2021.
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COVID-19
Vaccination

National COVID-19 Vaccination
Deployment Plan is in place and
under review.

More than 20% of the eligible
population received both doses of
the COVID vaccine.

Over 600,000 doses of COVID-19
vaccines administered for 1st, 2nd
and booster doses since April 2021,

Introduced a booster dose for
AstraZeneca, Sinopharm, Pfizer and
J&J in November 2021.

WHO provided NAD 4.1 millionto 11
regions to strengthen the rollout of
COVID-19 vaccination in these
regions.

Developed SOPs for all COIVD-19
vaccines including adapting the
training modules from the WHO
guidelines.

120 Health Care workers from all 14
regions were trained on the roll out
of AstraZeneca, Sinopharm, Pfizer
and J&J vaccines.

Provided on the job mentorship to 17
health districts at vaccination sites.
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Would like to note contributions from other development partners, private and public
institutions.



WHO Namibia, UN House,
2nd Floor, Steln Street 38,
Klein Wmdhoek

P. O. Box 3444, Windhoek,
Namibia

Tel: + 264 (61) 255 121/191
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