
Legal Ground and Gestational Limit for abortion 
in AFRO region (27th July 2020)

1b. To preserve a 
woman’s health 
(Yes/No/Law Varies 
By Jurisdiction)

1c. To preserve a 
woman’s physical 
health (Yes/No/
Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction)

1d. To preserve 
a woman’s 
mental health 
(Yes/No/Law 
Varies By 
Jurisdiction)

1e. In cases of 
intellectual or 
cognitive disability 
of the woman (Yes/
No/Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction)

1f. In cases of 
incest (Yes/No/
Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction)

1g. In cases of 
rape (Yes/No/
Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction)

1h. In cases of 
foetal impair-
ment (Yes/No/
Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction)

1i. For economic 
or social reasons 
(Yes/No/Law 
Varies By Juris-
diction)

1j. On request 
(Yes/No/Law 
Varies By 
Jurisdiction)

Algeria No Yes Yes No No No No No No
Angola No Yes Yes No No No Yes No Yes
Benin Yes No No Yes Yes Yes No No
Botswana Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Burkina Faso Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No No
Burundi Yes No No No No No No No No
Cabo Verde No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes
Cameroon Yes No No No No Yes No No No
Central African 
Republic

No No No No Yes Yes Yes No No

Chad Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No
Comoros No No No No No No No No No
Congo No No No No No No No No No
Cote D’ivoire No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No
Democratic Republic 
of Congo

No Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No

Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea No Yes Yes No Yes Yes No No No
Eswatini No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No
Ethiopia Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No No
Gabon No No No No No No No No No
Gambia
Ghana No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No
Guinea No No No No Yes Yes Yes No No
Guinea-Bissau
Kenya Yes
Lesotho Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No No
Liberia Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Libya No No No No No No No No No
Madagascar No No No No No No No No No
Malawi
Mali No No No No Yes Yes No No No
Mauritania No No No No No No No No No
Mauritius No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes No No
Mozambique No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No
Namibia No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No No
Niger Yes No No No No No Yes No No
Nigeria Law Varies By 

Jurisdiction
Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction

Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction

Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction

Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction

Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction

Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction

Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction

Law Varies By 
Jurisdiction

Northern Nigeria No No No No No No No No
Southern Nigeria
Rwanda Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No
Sao Tome and 
Principe

No Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

Senegal No No No No No No No No No
Seychelles Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Sierra Leone
Somalia No No No No No No No No No
South Africa Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
South Sudan No No No No No No No No No
Togo Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes No No
Uganda
United Republic of 
Tanzania
Zimbabwe No Yes No No Yes Yes Yes No No

Country


