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The Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) and the World Health Organization Regional Offices for Africa (WHO/AFRO) 
and the Eastern Mediterranean (WHO/EMRO) are hosting an event entitled “Ending Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) in Africa.” This 
meeting is designed to catalyze financial and other aligned support for the fight against NTDs. 

This year, the global community marked the fifth anniversary of the London Declaration on NTDs. Through unprecedented local, 
national and global action, including a historic US$18-billion medicine donation commitment by pharmaceutical companies, the global 
community has increased treatment coverage and reduced the number of people that require treatment for NTDs by 333 million.  

These achievements are overshadowed by the fact that NTDs still affect more than 1.5 billion people, particularly in Africa. Despite the 
fact that NTDs can be prevented for around US$0.50 per treatment, they continue to cause 170,000 deaths, long-term disabilities for 
millions of people and billions dollars in economic losses each year. These diseases affect mostly the poorest communities and the 
most vulnerable people, perpetuating a cycle of disease and poverty.  

It is imperative that we redouble efforts now to reduce this burden and keep global NTD elimination and control goals on track. The 
May 2016 launch of the Expanded Special Project for Elimination of Neglected Tropical Diseases (ESPEN) by WHO AFRO provides a 
unique window of opportunity to empower African countries with the technical skills and resources they need to strengthen health 
systems, build integrated approaches to NTD treatment and ensure that drug donations reach those who need them the most, 
ensuring “no one is left behind.” 

ESPEN is uniquely positioned to make a critical difference in Africa. In recognition of ESPEN’s importance, KFAED is committed to 
helping ESPEN expand its resource base by expanding its network of partners.  

In order to support the outcomes of the conference and to continue to raise the profile of ESPEN and of WHO AFRO’s leadership, Speak 
Up Africa is working with traditional media partners and social media partners in order to distribute NTD and ESPEN messages.



Overarching Objectives
Broaden and strengthen understanding of NTDs, gaps, and ESPEN’s role in the NTD landscape, and related partnership 
opportunities 

Highlight KFAED’s leadership and its efforts to mobilize additional resources for ESPEN and NTDs, and what it believes the 
impact of investments will be; and  

Provide a platform to: celebrate progress on NTDs, feature partner voices on ongoing needs, announce new commitments to 
ESPEN, issue a Call to Action, and kick off a series of high-profile events to accelerate progress on 2020 NTD goals.

Key Audience
General public 

Leaders from the NTD community  

Current and prospective development partners from public and private sector



Traditional Media Engagement
Speak Up Africa will bring attention to the Donor Conference and support traditional media outlets through the following activities: 

Leverage partnerships with international media, including African Media Agency, Huffington Post, All Africa, Ghana News 
Agency, India Today, Times of India, Daily Nation, Vanguard Media, the New Arab, and the Citizen. 

Speak Up Africa will draft and distribute the following content pieces: 

A press release the second day of the conference highlighting the event, the speakers in attendance; and any 
commitments made. 

An op-ed co-authored by Jakaya Kikwete , Dr. Moeti and the Director General of KFAED.

Social Media
Speak Up Africa will provide content for both Facebook and Twitter to be cross-promoted on partner social media platforms by KFAED, 
ESPEN and Speak Up Africa. The content will include NTD success stories on each of the 5 diseases in the form of shareable graphics 
as well as blog post featuring a personal story about LF from Togo. 

The content will incorporate ESPEN and Kuwait Fund branding and informative messages about the diseases, as well as information 
around country support by ESPEN and the importance of mass drug administrations. This will be given to all of our partners for 
dissemination over their social media channels leading up to, during and following the conference.  SUA will share a “Social Media 
Tool-kit” with all of our partners, including BMGF, the GHS and CWG, the End Fund and Uniting to Combat NTDs.

hashtags
#BeatNTDs 

#NTDs 

(!Let’s beat it) لنقضي_عليها#



D1 - Monday 23, 2017   

Post #1

Post #2

Post #3

Social Media calendar

click HERE to download all visuals and Captions.

Post #4 Press Release

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dq3p7y1hnesz4ce/AABAeP9-kQ7T1LktzCIbGziFa?dl=0


D2 - Tuesday 24, 2017   

Post #5

Post #6

Post #7

Social Media calendar

Post #8

Post #9



Additional Messages
Neglected tropical diseases affect more than 1 billion people. Join us to #BeatNTDs 

With #ESPEN's help, countries are able to combat and eliminate Neglected Tropical Diseases #NTDs #BeatNTDs 

In #Kuwait, partners and donors are gathering to combat neglected tropical diseases #NTDs #WHO 

#ESPEN provides government support to countries affected by #NTDs to help #BeatNTDs 

This week, leaders are gathering in #Kuwait to #BeatNTDs. Learn more at http://bit.ly/2y580Iv 

What are the 5 preventative chemotherapy Neglected Tropical Diseases (#NTDs)? Learn more at http://bit.ly/2y580Iv

http://bit.ly/2y580Iv
http://bit.ly/2y580Iv


Additional InformatioN
About Neglected tropical diseases 

While virtually unheard of in developed countries, NTDs are a group of medically diverse parasitic and bacterial infectious diseases 
prevalent in tropical and subtropical areas of the world. Drugs exist to prevent and treat these diseases, but they continue to affect 
more than 1.5 billion of the world’s poorest and most marginalized people due to lack and inefficient use of resources and other 
causes.  

More than 170,000 people die each year from the effects of NTDs. NTDs also cause blindness, disfigurement, chronic pain, cognitive 
impairment and other long-term disabilities that create obstacles to education, employment, economic growth and overall 
development.  

About ESPEN 

ESPEN is a partnership that brings together public and private sector leaders dedicated to reducing the burden of the most prevalent 
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) in Africa. Specifically, ESPEN supports integrated, locally led approaches in African countries to 
achieve the WHO 2020 elimination and control goals for the five NTDs amenable to Preventive Chemotherapy (PC-NTDs). 

ESPEN was created by the WHO Regional Office for Africa (AFRO) in response to the January 2012 London Declaration on NTDs, the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, and other calls for global action on NTDs. It builds on the success of the African Program for 
Onchocerciasis Control (APOC), which administered 1 billion treatments to prevent more than 600,000 cases of blindness between 
1995 and 2015. Since its launch in May 2016, ESPEN is working with domestic and international partners to leverage US$17.8 billion in 
drug donations from pharmaceutical companies to expand coverage and access to treatments, strengthen health systems, and 
dramatically reduce Africa’s NTD burden.



Together, we can #BeatNTDs!


