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Count
Down

DID YOU KNOW?... Although the next
six months of polio eradication
initiative will be the most critical for
Nigeria, the world is at the lowest level
of polio virus transmission ever seen.

...ito polio
eradication in Nigeria

Zamfara Collaborates with Military,

Total No. of Children Paralysed by
Polio: May 30 2011 - May 30 2012

States

Vaccinates Chronically Missed Children
As part of the intensified efforts to reach
all eligible children with oral polio
vaccine, the polio team in Zamfara state
recently collaborated with the military
personnel to reach more children who
were hitherto missed in Dangulbi and
Kuyanbana wards in Maru LGA .
Children paralyzed by polio as at 30 May 2012

32

In 24 LGAs in 10 states

Compared to 18 cases in 14 LGAs in 6
states for the same period in 2011

Previously, Dangulbi and Kuyanbana
settlements were missed due largely to
fears of armed robbery attacks on the
vaccination teams en route to the
settlements. A total of 694 children in
ten scattered settlements mostly
inhabited by migratory Fulani
population were vaccinated in a recent
polio campaign.
Save for the
collaborative efforts of the polio team in
Zamfara state and the military
personnel, the children would have
been missed as hitherto. Dangulbi and
Kuyanbana settlements border Kebbi
and Kaduna which are currently
infected by wild polio virus. It is worthy
to note that all funds and logistics were
provided by Maru LGA for the success
of this mission.
WHO’s Executive Board has declared polio
eradication a programmatic emergency for global
public health. These are strng words but justified.
Countries, partners and all who have a stake in
polio eradication need to understand the severity
of the situation. The impact of an emergency
response will not come from what they say but
from what they now do” - IMB Feb 2012

High Commitments
Mark May 2012 IPDs
In a bid to stop transmission of polio by end
2012, Nigeria has commenced the
implementation of a National Polio Emergency
Plan. Recent Immunisation Plus Days have
been characterized by high level commitment
across the political and traditional leadership.
The May 2012 IPDs campaign in Sokoto was
flagged off by the Executive Governor, Alh.
Wamako, while the deputy governors did the
same in Niger and Kano states respectively. In
Katsina, the first lady did not only visit the two
most high risk settlements Gasokoli in Batsari
and Shema in Mani LGAs, she flagged off the
campaign.
State Task Forces actively oversaw the
exercises, supervised the teams and
participated in daily review meetings in Kano,
Niger and Bauchi states. Katsina state procured
utility vehicle for the campaign, the chairman of
Danmusa supported the campaign with 60
improvised vaccine carriers.

His Excellency, the Governor of Sokoto state Alh. Aliyu
Magatakarda Wamako immunises a new born baby during
the May 2012 IPDs

Total No. Latest Date
Children of Onset of
Paralysis

Kano
Borno
Jigawa
Sokoto
Zamfara
Yobe
Katsina
kaduna
Bauchi
Kebbi
Niger

19
12
9
9
9
6
5
4
2
2
1

1-Apr-12
12-Mar-12
9-Feb-12
20-Mar-12
16-Feb-12
17-Apr-12
26-Mar-12
13-Apr-12
5-Mar-12
20-Jul-11
16-Mar-12

Upcoming. . .
A State Immunisation Days
(SIPDs) is scheduled for June 30 Jul 03, 2012 in 11 priority statesnamely kano, Jigawa, Kaduna,
Kebbi, Sokoto, Zamfara,
and
Katsina in the Northwest; Borno,
Yobe, Bauchi in the Northeast and
Niger in North central. The vaccine
of choice is bOPV.

Journalists. . .
A black American militant leader who
articulated the concepts of race,
pride and black nationalism
observed the power of the mass
media as follows: “The media's the
most powerful entity on earth. They
have the power to make the innocent
guilty and to make the guilty
innocent, and that's power. Because
they control the minds of the
masses.” Knowing how powerful you
are influencing choices, decision
making and behavioral change,
wouldn’t you rather use this power to
influence decisions to vaccinate
children against polio. By such you
would be saving lives, resources and
in fact impacting humanity.

*** Email us your nomination for best print or electronic media polio coverage in Nigeria up till July 30, 2012 and the reason for your choice.***
Partners of the Government of Nigeria in the fight against polio include: CDC, CIDA, Dangote Nigeria Ltd, DFID, EU, Gates Foundation, Government of Japan,
Korea National Committee, KfW of Germany, Rotary International, Int’l Red Cross, UNICEF, USAID, WHO and World Bank.
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